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municipalities the contest was apparently on party lines;
it was however clear that the followers were attached to
the leaders more by personal considerations than by agree-
ment regarding political principles. In one municipality
the local Swaraj or Congress p|trty and the Hindu Maha
Sabha party are said to have been formed more from
private motives than political. In more than one muni-
cipality the elections .disclosed a contest between
"foreigners*' and locals, the foreigners being immigrants
from outside the province settled for more than a
generation but easily separable owing to caste distinctions
from the older residents. In one municipality the election
was fought on communal lines, between Hindus and
Muhammadans, the latter being supported by the depressed
classes.

17.    Complaints have been made from five districts
that the electoral rolls are not  prepared with care, two
adding that the preparation of the roll was apparently
affected by party considerations, and the names of voters
of the opposite party deliberately excluded.    It has also
been brought to notice that there is no provision  in the
electoral rules for dealing   with tendered or challenged
votes and for the provision for tendering of votes by
polling officers whose names appear in another ward.    A
suggestion has also been made for the revision of electoral
rule 10 (a) which provides for the allotment of a colour to
each candidate.    This causes inconvenience in the larger
municipalities where the number of  candidates exceeds
the number of easily distinguishable colours.   These ques-
tions   are now under the   consideration  of   the   local
Government.

18.    It is reported that a general feeling exists among
the educated classes in Nagpur that the franchise has been
extended too far.    In this municipality 50 per cent of the
vo' TS are shown as literate but  it  is estimated that for
pn :tical purposes 7   per cent  of  the voters are  really
illitetate.   The labouring classes including females  came
to the vote in large numbers.    The report continues "this
has seriously alarmed the thinking public as they  realize
that in future the municipal  administration  may go  into
entirely incompetent hands*1.    But there is no evidence
in the results of recent elections that the intelligentsia have
been swamped by undesirable elements.     On the other